
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the February 16, 2017 meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Cindy Stephens-Westerman, Carl Lipo, Kathy 
Konen 
Previous to the meeting, minutes of a Town Board meeting had been circulated to the 
members of the CAC drawing attention to a proposal for a mountain bike race in Jones 
Park.  Members expressed concerns about the possibility of damage to the natural 
features of the park and about the absence of any notification or consultation with the 
CAC about the proposal.   
A summary of the CAC’s March 2015 conservation management report for Town parks 
was recounted for the new members.  It was noted, in particular, that the section of the 
report about Jones Park pointed out the importance of protecting the stream corridor in 
the park.  The area along the stream from the culvert to the utility buildings is one of 
richest locations in the Town for spring wildflowers, and it contains protected plant 
species.  While no information was known about which trails have been planned for use 
in the bike race, there was agreement that trails in this corridor should not be among 
them.  Permanent signs should be erected limiting this area to foot traffic. 
Web searches indicated that registration fees of $40 per person per race were already 
being collected for Southern Tier Enduro at Jones Park, a two-day event on June 10 and 
11th.  Camping, parking, and a night-long bonfire in the park were being advertised, 
which led to discussion of possible issues with sanitation, security, litter, and the Town’s 
legal liability.  According to the Town code, alcohol is allowed only in Arnold Park and 
there only by permit, so while the Board can elect to waive restrictions against camping 
and building fires in parks, alcohol use would be illegal.  The adequacy of space for 
parking and camping, and arrangements for sanitation for a large gathering were 
concerns.  Web searches also revealed that Roots Trail Development, the company 
running the event, advertises Jones Park as being part of their trail-building portfolio. 
It was agreed that a letter to the Town Board expressing the CAC’s concerns would be 
drafted. 
There was a brief discussion of the ash-hemlock identification pamphlet.  Curt will 
distribute some information he has located about the life cycle and emergence times of 
the emerald ash borers.  Emergence holes and symptomatic woodpecker shredding of tree 
bark are conspicuous in numerous ash trees in the lower part of the Binghamton 
University campus. 
Various building projects across the Town were briefly discussed. 
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